Two Documents

#1 From: https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2019-05-06/us-state-department-publishes-then-deletes-sadistic-venezuela-hit-list-boasting
US State Department Publishes, Then Deletes Sadistic Venezuela Hit List Boasting of Economic Ruin

by Tyler Durden
Mon, 05/06/2019 - 19:15
2

SHARES

Twitter

 HYPERLINK "https://www.zerohedge.com/" \l "facebook" \t "_blank" Facebook

 HYPERLINK "https://www.zerohedge.com/" \l "reddit" \t "_blank" Reddit

 HYPERLINK "https://www.zerohedge.com/" \l "email" \t "_blank" Email

 HYPERLINK "https://www.zerohedge.com/" \l "print" \t "" Print
Authored by Anya Parampil via MintPress News
On April 24, six days before self-proclaimed Venezuelan “interim president” Juan Guaido’s attempt to violently overthrow Venezuela’s democratically elected government alongside a handful of military defectors, the U.S. State Department published a fact sheet that boasted of Washington’s central role in the ongoing coup attempt. After realizing the incriminating nature of its error, the State Department quickly acted to remove the page.

The Grayzone has obtained a full copy of the expunged report. The deleted page puts to bed any claims of Guaido’s independence from Washington, as the State Department emphasizes the fact that he “announced his interim presidency… in January” at the top of a section dedicated to breaking down “key outcomes” of U.S. efforts with regard to Venezuela.


US Special Envoy to Venezuela Elliott Abrams (left) and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (right), via US State Dept. 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs Kimberly Breier recently took to Twitter to claim that “since he became acting president, Juan Guaido has given tangible results to the people of Venezuela.”

Her tweet was accompanied with an infographic detailing alleged accomplishments of the powerless coup administration based on data compiled by the legally defunct National Assembly, the only governing body actually controlled by Guaido.

But the Venezuela fact sheet posted and then deleted days earlier by the State Department told a dramatically different story.

[Read the entire expunged fact sheet here [PDF] and at the end of this article]
The State Department’s economic hit list

Entitled “U.S. Actions on Venezuela,” the document boasted that U.S. policy had effectively prevented the Venezuelan government from participating in the international market and has led to the freezing of its overseas assets. It read like a sadistic celebration of Washington’s retribution against the Venezuelan population as a whole, the kind of collective punishment which is illegal according to Article 33 of the Geneva Conventions.

The State Department gloated in the deleted fact sheet that its policy had ensured that the Maduro government “cannot rely on the U.S. financial system” to conduct business, noting “key outcomes” of U.S. actions include the fact that “roughly $3.2 billion of Venezuela’s overseas are frozen.” It went on to boast that “Venezuela’s oil production fell to 736,000 barrels per day in March… substantially reducing” government revenue.

“If I were the State Department I wouldn’t brag about causing a cut in oil production to 763,000 barrels per day — which is a 36 percent drop, in just the two months of February and March this year,” Mark Weisbrot, Co-Director at the Center For Economic and Policy Research, told The Grayzone. “This means even more premature deaths than the tens of thousands that resulted from sanctions last year.”

Weisbrot recently co-authored a bracing report which found that 40,000 Venezuelans died between 2017 and 2018 as a direct result of U.S. sanctions. The State Department patted itself on the back for announcing its preparedness “to provide an additional $20 million in initial humanitarian assistance” to Venezuela, however, the CEPR report concluded that Trump Administration sanctions implemented in August 2017 resulted in “a loss of $6 billion in oil revenue over the ensuing year” alone.

While the State Department praised the opposition for “providing medical and hygiene attention to over 6,000” Venezuelans, those numbers dwarf in comparison to the 300,000 people CEPR “estimated to be at risk because of lack of access to medicines or treatment… [including] 80,000 people with HIV who have not had antiretroviral treatment since 2017, 16,000 people who need dialysis, 16,000 people with cancer, and 4 million with diabetes and hypertension.”

In other words, the supposed “Venezuela Crisis Response Assistance” touted by the State Department is not even a band-aid over the gaping wound that US unilateral coercive measures have inflicted on the country.

In Weisbrot’s view, the “policy” and “outcomes” promoted by the State Department in the disappeared document will merely lead to “more cuts in imports of medicine, food, medical equipment, and inputs necessary to maintain water, health, and sanitation infrastructure.”
Having denied the Venezuelan government the ability to provide for its own population, the U.S. has essentially promised that thousands more deaths will occur.

The State Department did not respond to The Grayzone’s request for a comment on the fact sheet it deleted.

“A list of confessions”

In a recent interview with The Grayzone, Venezuela’s ambassador to the United Nations Samuel Moncada characterized the deleted State Department fact sheet as “a list of confessions.”

“Imagine if any other country says… it’s proud of saying that we are destroying the economy of our neighbor; we are proud that we destroyed the political system of our neighbor; we are proud that they are suffering. They are saying we are waging war against Venezuela,” Moncada emphasized.

The ambassador went on to accuse the U.S. of engaging in “bullying” rather than international diplomacy.

The State Department’s own fact sheet appears to support this accusation, as it asserts “diplomatic pressure resulted in fewer markets for Venezuelan gold.” The document further highlighted U.S. actions that have supposedly led “more than 1,000 members of the military [to recognize] Juan Guaido as interim President” and defect to Colombia, as well as stranding “an estimated 25 crude oil tankers with 12 million barrels” off Venezuela’s coast.

“They [say] it’s our ‘key’ achievements,” Moncada commented. “They are saying that they are causing trouble in our military and inducing a military coup, [which] so far they haven’t achieved, but they are working towards.”

“If any other person says that themselves,” the ambassador concluded, “and you take that confession to court, they would be in prison.”

The State Department’s fact sheet even frames recent decisions by the 
· Organization of American States, 
· Lima Group, 
· Inter-American Development Bank, and
· European Union 
to either recognize or support Guaido’s shadow administration as a U.S. achievement, highlighting Washington’s outsized influence within each of these supposedly international governing bodies. 
The decision to mention the E.U. and Lima Group is particularly noteworthy considering the United States is not a member of either organization.

“They are so far out of any normal parameters of decency, morality, legality, reason, that really they are dangerous,” Moncada said of the Trump administration. “They are a real threat to international peace, and they are a real threat to my people.”

* * *
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United States policy on Venezuela is focused on ensuring free, fair, and transparent elections that bring prosperity and democracy back to the people of Venezuela. In service of this goal, the United States has undertaken a series of strong policy actions since 2017 meant to pressure the former Maduro regime and support democratic actors.

VENEZUELA CRISIS RESPONSE ASSISTANCE
U.S. assistance to support the regional response to the crisis includes:

· Total regional support is more than $256 million, including:

 
· More than $213 million in humanitarian response.

· $43 million in economic and development assistance.

 
· On January 24, Secretary Pompeo announced the United States is ready to provide an additional $20 million in initial humanitarian assistance to the people inside Venezuela.

SANCTIONS
The U.S. government has made over 150 designations of individuals and entities in Venezuela since 2017 via Executive Orders (E.O.) and the Kingpin Act. This includes 10 sets of designations in 2019 alone of multiple individuals, entities, and listings of properties. Such actions ensure the former Maduro regime cannot rely on the U.S. financial system for its destructive practices.

· E.O. 13692 (March 8, 2015): Targets those engaged in undermining democratic processes or institutions, acts of violence or human rights violations, actions against freedom of expression or peaceful assembly, public corruption by senior government officials, and “status-based” designations for being current or former Venezuelan government officials. There have been 80 actions (73 individuals, 6 entities, 1 identified aircraft) since 2017.

· E.O 13808 (August 24, 2017) and E.O. 13835 (May 21, 2018): Sanctions denying the regime financing and protecting the U.S. financial system from complicity in corruption. Expanded in 2018 to deny regime officials the ability to sell off public assets at “fire sale” prices at the expense of Venezuelan people.

· Kingpin Act Authority: Five sanctioned individuals and 33 entities since 2017.

· E.O. 13827 (March 19, 2018): Prohibits dealings by U.S. persons in digital currencies, tokens, and coins issued by, for, or on behalf of the Maduro regime, including the petro.

· E.O. 13850 (Gold Sector identified November 1, 2018 / in 2019: Oil Sector identified and PDVSA designated January 28 / Evrofinance Mosnarbank designated March 11 / Minerven designated March 19 / BANDES designated March 22 / Oil Sector Shipping companies and vessels facilitating VZ-Cuba oil trade designated April 5 and 12: Targets people operating in any sector of the Venezuelan economy in which the Maduro regime plunders Venezuela’s wealth for its own corrupt purposes. There have been 37 actions against 7 individuals, 30 entities, and listings of 1 identified aircraft, and 44 vessels since 2019.

MULTILATERAL MEETINGS AND RESOLUTIONS
· Organization of American States (OAS): In June 2018, the OAS General Assembly declared Venezuela’s May 2018 Presidential election lacked legitimacy and did not meet international standards. The OAS Permanent Council did not recognize the second term of Nicolas Maduro and underscored the constitutional authority of the democratically elected National Assembly. On January 24, 2019 the United States and 15 other OAS member states recognized Juan Guaidó as the interim President of Venezuela. On March 27, 2019, the OAS passed, with 19 member states voting in favor, the resolution “Humanitarian Assistance in Venezuela.” Another March 27 OAS statement reiterated its stance against Russian incursions, calling them unconstitutional. The OAS approved a resolution to accept Guaidó’s nominee Gustavo Tarre as Venezuela’s representative to the Permanent Council on April 9.

· United Nations (UN): Since 2017, the United States has called four Venezuela meetings, including two emergency meetings in 2019. The United States put forward a UN Security Council resolution on Venezuela February 28, which Russia and China vetoed. On April 10, VP Pence delivered remarks at a Special Session of the UN Security Council on the crisis in Venezuela.

· The Lima Group (LG): The group, originally 12 countries (now 14), formed in August 2017 to find a peaceful resolution to the crisis and lead regional efforts. They issued a 17-point declaration February 4, 2019 stating Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama, Paraguay and Peru “reiterate their recognition and support for Juan Guaidó” as interim President of Venezuela. Thirteen countries joined a March 26 statement condemning military provocation in Venezuela following the arrival of Russian military personnel in Venezuela. The group met in Chile April 15 and released a 17-point statement calling on the UN, the ICC, and other international organizations for support; rejecting military intervention; and urging unity of process among partners working to support Venezuela.

· Inter-American Development Bank (IDB): With U.S. support, the IDB Board of Governors approved a resolution recognizing Juan Guaidó’s representative, Ricardo Hausmann, on March 15, 2019. In an effort not to recognize Hausmann, China denied his attendance at the annual IDB meeting in Chengdu, even under U.S. and LG protest and threat of not attending. In response, China cancelled the meeting.

· European Union (EU): The EU International Contact Group (ICG) ended a March 28 meeting in Quito with a declaration that proposes electoral observation and a roadmap to convoke elections in Venezuela. The European Parliament released a non-binding Venezuela resolution March 27 reiterating support for Guaidó and the National Assembly, calling for additional sanctions, decrying Cuban influence in Venezuela, and denouncing the Marrero and Requesens detentions.

KEY OUTCOMES IN 2019
· Juan Guaidó announced his interim presidency under the Venezuelan constitution in January.

· Fifty four countries have recognized Interim President Juan Guaidó.

· Interim President Guaidó appointed 36 country and three institution representatives.

· On February 5, the U.S. Chief of Protocol received Carlos Vecchio’s credentials as appointed Ambassador of Venezuela to the United States. On April 8, President Trump received Ambassador Vecchio’s credentials in a White House credentialing ceremony.

· More than 1,000 members of the military have recognized Juan Guaido as interim President, defected from Venezuela, and entered Colombia where they are receiving UNHCR and Colombian government assistance.

· U.S. refiner Citgo is now under the control of the interim government.

· Roughly $3.2 billion of Venezuela’s assets overseas are frozen.

· Venezuela’s oil production fell to 736,000 barrels per day (bpd) in March, less than half of production in March 2018, and substantially reducing revenue to the Maduro regime. Two of four upgraders restarted, after nationwide power outages rendered the upgraders inoperable.

· An estimated 25 crude oil tankers with 12 million barrels remain stranded off the coast of Venezuela, due to difficulties finding buyers. Reportedly PDVSA is offering a 25% discount on the stranded crude but require purchasers to load within port.

· The interim government continues to provide humanitarian assistance to the Venezuelan people. In the first two weeks of April, it hosted 18 health fairs in over 15 communities providing medical and hygiene attention to over 6,000 Venezuelans.

· Diplomatic pressure resulted in fewer markets for Venezuelan gold. A UAE bank cancelled the purchase of Venezuela gold and there are indications gold exports to Turkey have fallen.

VISA REVOCATIONS
· The United States has imposed visa restrictions on individuals responsible for undermining Venezuela’s democracy, including numerous Maduro-aligned officials and their families

· Since January 10, 2019, the United States has revoked 718 visas, including 107 former diplomatic personnel. Visa records are confidential under U.S. law, therefore no additional information on these individuals can be provided.

